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Title: Shall the charter be amended to increase transparency in funding between Whatcom 
County and nonprofit non-government organizations (NGOs)? 





Section: New Charter Sections 6.91 through 6.94 





AMENDMENT: 


Section: 6.91 - Non Profit NGO Request for Proposal Transparency 
6.92 - Non Profit NGO Financial Statements Transparency 
6.93 - Non Profit NGO Donor Disclosure Transparency 
6.94 - Non Profit NGO Ineligibility When Legislating Through the Courts 


Section 6.91 Non Profit NGO Request for Proposal Transparency 

Any project involving any disbursement or receipt of monies, by Whatcom County, to or from any 
nonprofit NGO shall be initiated with a Request for Proposals (RFP) drafted by Whatcom County. 

All agreements involving transmittal of funds between Whatcom County and any nonprofit NGO 
shall have a sunset clause based on the biennial budget. No sunset clause shall be extended without a new 
RFP process. 

Any Local Integrating Organization funding passing through Whatcom County accounts to any 
nonprofit NGO, excluded by law or custom from a Whatcom County RFP process, shall require full financial 
disclosure by the nonprofit NGO to Whatcom County, as outlined In Section 6.92. 





Contradicts federal law; 










Section 6.92 Nonprofit NGO Financial Statements Transparency not part of any audit 
Any nonprofit NGO transmitting funds to or from Whatcom Conny a process 
statements to Whatcom County, externally audited by a certified accountgnt;including statements of assets 
and balances, income and expenses, fund reserve allocations, from the two fiscal years prior to the 
date of RFP submittal, and for any interim year(s) while the submittal is processed, and for a period of two 
years following any transmittal of funds. 

The penalty for falsified financial statements shall be return of 100% of funds qualified by the 
falsified information, and ineligibility to partner financially with Whatcom County for ten years fr|This effectively 


date that such financial information is ruled falsified. shuts down the 
a lability ofthe 


hall be County to work 


Section 6.93 Non Profit NGO Donor Disclosure Transparence 






ineligible to transmit funds between themselves and Whatcom County. 

Any nonprofit NGO who may legally transmit funds between themselves and another nonprofit 
whose donors are legally non-disclosed shall be ineligible to transmit funds between themselves and Wha 
County. 


Section 6.94 Non Profit NGO Ineligibility When Legislating Through the Courts 






or any 
other legislative codes binding on Whatcom County land and water planning processes, shall be ineligible for 
funding or project relationships with Whatcom County for a pe of ten years after the date of final court 
settlement of such litigation. 

Contractual agreements and projects in effect between Whatcom County and such a nonprofit NGO 
when such litigation or citizen voters initiatives are initiated ør supported may be immediately terminated. 


Probable First Amendment issues here. 














